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TURNING THE TIDEThe Terran Commonwealth has proved a nigh-unstoppable juggernaut in its

war against the smaller Castle Federation and her allies, but an almost accidental victory by Captain

Kyle Roberts of the carrier Avalon has opened a chink in its armor.Desperate to change the course

of a war they are rapidly losing; the Federation assembles a new forward fleet with orders to retake

the systems that have fallen to the enemy.Outnumbered but on the offensive at last, Kyle Roberts

must take a hastily assembled battle group back to the worlds the Alliance failed to defend. There

he will live or die by the skills of his soldiers and the honor of his enemies.
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Glynn Stewart's writing style continues to progress and mature with each novel. I have found the

Castle Federation series (Avalon) to be an enjoyable read throughout. If you have read the first two

books in this series you should enjoy this one as well. I would highly recommend reading them in

order, as there are important details about the characters which are developed more thoroughly in

those earlier books, and only touched upon here.With this third novel in the series, Stewart seems



to have turned his focus more toward military strategy and tactics, and less about continued

character development. He continues the theme of two warring factions in human space: the

protagonist Federation as the smaller "breakaway" nation, fighting the larger, antagonistic

Earth-centric Commonwealth. The storyline continues to focus on the captain and crew of the

Federation carrier Avalon, which is now playing a larger role as part of a fleet assigned to take the

war back to the Commonwealth.It is an excellent space combat novel, without becoming too

technical for the average sf reader. Fleet tactics and complex battles involving more ships are the

main focus now. The action is engaging. I read the novel in one long sitting because I found it very

difficult to put down :-)Having said all this, I am giving it four stars instead of five, as I feel that that

the characters and human elements in this story are not as well thought out as before. It is as if

Stewart felt that the people were already well known enough to the reader, and no further

explanations were necessary. Each character continues to act exactly as predicted by the

background laid down in the previous novels. Everything new in this story revolves around the

combat.
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